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Student-to-teacher ratio may increase: Cash-strapped districts
considering bigger class sizes
By Michael D. Hernandez / El Paso Times
Posted: 02/01/2010 12:00:00 AM MST

EL PASO -- Area schools could expand class size in the coming years as a way to deal with
funding shortages, local administrators said.

Last year, all nine school districts in El Paso County complied with state standards that require 22
students or less to every teacher in kindergarten through the fourth grade, Texas Education
Agency reports show.

The state does not have a limit on class size for grades 5-12.

But officials at area school districts say they are taking a look at how much money they can save if
they slightly increase the ratio between teachers and students.

Some of those considerations are part of year-to-year planning for school district budgets.

In the Socorro Independent School District, Superintendent Xavier De La Torre said assessing
staffing ratios helps identify where to re-direct resources.

"There is a fine line, a balance that you want to achieve," he said.

At the same time, De La Torre said that schools that have too low a ratio between teachers and
students can be a drain on finances, given that about 88 percent of Socorro ISD's budget is spent
on personnel.

Administrators of other school districts are analyzing class size because they are bracing for a grim
financial future.

They say they have been struggling to pay for education since the state capped funding for public
schools in 2006.

And as that funding has stayed level during the past four years, the state has mandated increased
test scores and additional educational

programs, several administrators said.

Trustees of the El Paso Independent
School District approved an application
this week that asks the state for a
waiver on maximum class size at Tippin
Elementary School.

The request came as a result of too
many fourth-graders at the school in
West El Paso.

Some of those students are expected to
begin attending Lundy Elementary when
the new school opens. District officials
expect Lundy Elementary to be
complete in February.

The city's largest school district is
hoping to win support of a tax increase
during a May 8 election.

If voters support the tax ratification
election, the district would raise about $36.8 million in revenue that will be spent on a variety of
school programs including the fine arts, dual language, athletics and preparing students for college.

But if the district fails to win support it could consider expanding some class sizes to cope with a
lean budget.

Kenneth Parker, the chief business officer for EPISD, said increased student-to-teacher ratios will

More Headlines
Student-to-teacher ratio may increase: Cash-strapped
districts considering bigger class sizes
Latino Congreso ends with resolutions
EPISO Accountability Session: Candidates are tasked with
helping out colonias
New location sought for Internal Affairs
14 die in Juárez massacre
Dame la Mano shelters 20 women, 50 children in 1,500-
square-foot house
Times Q&A: Partnership strengthens future for Texas vs.
the Nation
2 men held after stash-house raid
Man charged in road-rage shooting
2 people hurt in early-morning crash

 

 Jobs   Homes 

 

 
Education ... (Jobs)

Click for Details

ALL LISTINGS

 
This Site Web Search powered by YAHOO! SEARCH

Acai Berry
EXPOSED: El Paso
Acai Berry Diet Warning.

Health Reporter Discovers
The Shocking Truth! 
See the results... 

 

Most Viewed Most E-Mailed

(From the last 12 hours)

1. 14 die in Juárez massacre

2. Decapitated bodies of 2 men found in
Juárez

3. Man charged in road-rage shooting

4. 2 men held after stash-house raid

5. UTEP Men's Basketball: Miners have
big week ahead of them

6. Dame la Mano shelters 20 women, 50
children in 1,500-square-foot house

7. Biographer finds story of racism in
famed coach's El Paso childhood

8. Manhunt Monday: Man accused of
stealing streetlights

9. Gunmen kill 13 high school, college
students at party in Juárez

10. Police find 6 headless bodies in
Mexico

Home News Opinion Sports Business Entertainment Communities Living Obits Customer ServiceReal EstateCarsJobs

Advertising

http://www.elpasotimes.com/mobile
http://www.elpasotimes.com/e-edition
http://click1.newsletters.insideelpaso.com/subscribe/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/formcirculation
http://www.elpasotimes.com/weather
http://www.elpasotimes.com/weather
http://www.elpasotimes.com/weather
http://www.elpasotimes.com/weather
http://www.elpasotimes.com/weather
http://ads.lockedonmedia.com/ads/275/click?cb=520285fa15dcc444&linked_ad_id=1607&parent_linked_ad_id=1834
http://ads.lockedonmedia.com/ads/263/click?cb=520285fa15dcc444&linked_ad_id=1608&parent_linked_ad_id=1834
http://lockedonmedia.com/
mailto:mhernandez@elpasotimes.com?subject=El Paso Times: Student-to-teacher ratio may increase: Cash-strapped districts considering bigger class sizes
http://www.elpasotimes.com/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308366
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308358
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308358
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14307402
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308360
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308002
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308002
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14307404
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14307404
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308365
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308362
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308357

javascript:AdClicked(clickLineVarName7783611520);
http://elpasotimes.com/alllists
http://www.elpasotimes.com/
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7001&tid=bhnibmnlbgnkbknmbinkzt&eid=1&id=92381564&creative=272037&query=general%20network%3A(image)&clickid=92220847&tz=US&UNQ=00000126504462497307581000000106048052&value=SMMBP5CL3R76M&origvalue=4SLHEFSIGNJDO&cgroup=ron_image_160x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7001&tid=bhnibmnlbgnkbknmbinkzt&eid=1&id=92381564&creative=272037&query=general%20network%3A(image)&clickid=92220847&tz=US&UNQ=00000126504462497307581000000106048052&value=SMMBP5CL3R76M&origvalue=4SLHEFSIGNJDO&cgroup=ron_image_160x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7001&tid=bhnibmnlbgnkbknmbinkzt&eid=1&id=92381564&creative=272037&query=general%20network%3A(image)&clickid=92220847&tz=US&UNQ=00000126504462497307581000000106048052&value=SMMBP5CL3R76M&origvalue=4SLHEFSIGNJDO&cgroup=ron_image_160x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7001&tid=bhnibmnlbgnkbknmbinkzt&eid=1&id=92381564&creative=272037&query=general%20network%3A(image)&clickid=92220847&tz=US&UNQ=00000126504462497307581000000106048052&value=SMMBP5CL3R76M&origvalue=4SLHEFSIGNJDO&cgroup=ron_image_160x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7001&tid=bhnibmnlbgnkbknmbinkzt&eid=1&id=92381564&creative=272037&query=general%20network%3A(image)&clickid=92220847&tz=US&UNQ=00000126504462497307581000000106048052&value=SMMBP5CL3R76M&origvalue=4SLHEFSIGNJDO&cgroup=ron_image_160x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7001&tid=bhnibmnlbgnkbknmbinkzt&eid=1&id=92381564&creative=272037&query=general%20network%3A(image)&clickid=92220847&tz=US&UNQ=00000126504462497307581000000106048052&value=SMMBP5CL3R76M&origvalue=4SLHEFSIGNJDO&cgroup=ron_image_160x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7001&tid=bhnibmnlbgnkbknmbinkzt&eid=1&id=92381564&creative=272037&query=general%20network%3A(image)&clickid=92220847&tz=US&UNQ=00000126504462497307581000000106048052&value=SMMBP5CL3R76M&origvalue=4SLHEFSIGNJDO&cgroup=ron_image_160x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7002&tid=bhnibmnlbgnkbknmbinkzb&eid=1&id=92371788&creative=270004&query=general%20network%3A(image)&clickid=92220847&tz=US&UNQ=00000126504462497307581000000106048052&value=KTAF6EXCXSLR2&origvalue=KTAF6EXCXSLR2&cgroup=ron_image_160x600
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308360?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14307896?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14307896?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308362?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308365?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308359?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308359?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308002?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308002?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14302978?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14302978?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308363?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14308363?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14305183?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14305183?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14297896?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14297896?source=most_viewed
http://www.elpasotimes.com/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/news
http://www.elpasotimes.com/news
http://www.elpasotimes.com/opinion
http://www.elpasotimes.com/opinion
http://www.elpasotimes.com/sports
http://www.elpasotimes.com/sports
http://www.elpasotimes.com/business
http://www.elpasotimes.com/business
http://www.elpasotimes.com/entertainment
http://www.elpasotimes.com/entertainment
http://www.elpasotimes.com/communities
http://www.elpasotimes.com/communities
http://www.elpasotimes.com/living
http://www.elpasotimes.com/living
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/elpasotimes/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/elpasotimes/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/customerservice
http://www.elpasotimes.com/customerservice
http://www.elpasotimesrealestate.com/
http://www.elpasotimesrealestate.com/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/autos
http://www.elpasotimes.com/autos
http://elpasotimes.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder/index.html
http://elpasotimes.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder/index.html
http://www.elpasotimes.com/advertising
http://www.elpasotimes.com/advertising


Student-to-teacher ratio may increase: Cash-strapped districts considering bigger class sizes - El Paso Times

http://www.elpasotimes.com/ci_14307403[2/1/2010 10:19:29 AM]

Miners Mania
UTEP Men's Basketball: Miners have big
week ahead of them

EL PASO -- UTEP returns home
on the wings of a win over a Top
25 team, soaring to a share of the
Conference USA lead -- and to
face a pair of challenging home
games.   Full story

 

News
Student-to-teacher ratio may increase:
Cash-strapped districts considering bigger
class sizes
EL PASO -- Area schools could expand class size in
the coming years as a way to deal with funding
shortages, local administrators said.   Full story

 

likely be a trend across the state if school funding does not improve soon.

Parker said the district has an overall ratio of about 14 students to every teacher. The ratio
includes special education classes and advanced classes, both of which typically have fewer
students than regular classes.

Canutillo Independent School District officials have floated the idea of small increases of class size
in some of its grades to help against a budget shortfall of about $1 million.

The property-poor school district in West El Paso lost a November 2009 election when voters
rejected its plans to generate revenue through a tax increase.

When averaging class size for all grades, Canutillo schools have a ratio of 14.7 students to every
teacher, officials said.

Canutillo ISD interim Superintendent Roger Parks said the district is studying an increase in class
size as part of several options to reduce its budget.

"We are a very, very labor-intensive industry," he said, adding that more than 80 percent of the
district's money is spent on teachers.

Parks said administrators in Canutillo are mindful that too large an expansion in class size could
jeopardize a teacher's effectiveness with students.

He believes that more and more districts will increase class size and that could prompt the state to
re-think its student-to-teacher ratios.

Parks said he hopes that day never comes and class sizes across the state can stay small.

"There is research that shows that having too large a class affects student performance," he said.

Michael D. Hernandez may be reached at mhernandez@elpasotimes.com; 546-6151.
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